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The Educational Thought of Rifa’ah Badawi Rafi’e At Tahtawi 

Analytical Study 

B y: 

Mohammad, H.J. Jawabreh 

Supervised by: 

Prof. Dr. Dalal Malhas Steitieh 

The present study deals with the educational thought 

of Rifa’ah Badawi Rafi’e At-Tahtawi, who lived between 

the ages of (1801A.D. 1873A.D) (1216H-1290H). 

Focusing on his works in educational reformational 

thoughts through his book “Al-Mursheid Al-Amin fi 

Terbiat Al-Banat Wal Banin” “The Honest Guidance 

in Educating Boys and Girls” Printed and published in 

the same years of Tahtawi’s death in (1873A.D) (1216H). 

His second book “Manahege Al-Albab Al-Musirish fi 

Mabahege Al-Adab Al-Assriah” 
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 “Egyptian Min Methods in Modern Literature 

Wealth” devoted to deal with modern civilization in 

which he emphasized his social thoughts first published in 

(1869A.D)  and republished in (1991A.D) (1329H). 

This work was refererd to other works by Tahtawi 

such as: a work literally titled “Thkhless Al-Ebreez fi 

Talkhees Paris” and other on literally titled “Al-Diwan 

Al-Nafees Be Iwan Paris” The later had been written by 

Tahtawi in Paris de lincating his visits and published 

(1905A.D) (1323H). 

The study amined at studying the educational 

thought of At-Tahtawi on the empahsis of education and 

teaching through his educational thoughts, also on science 

matters taught in his time. 

This study revealed a consistency between At-

Tahtawi’s educational thought and goals of his time, 

Further-more it revealed also a consistency with the 

principles of modern education  
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in many ways for example: emphasis on kinds of 

sciences that should be taught to students, studnt’s 

attitudes and disposition, and considiering such 

disposition, and attitudes as acriterion for deciding on 

what king of sciences should be taught. By that he reaches 

to set up an educational systematic throught out of his 

philosophy in education. 

This study is considered one of the worchiest studies 

in educational thought in which the researcher dealt with 

the educational principles that presented in At-Tahtawi 

books “Al-Mursheid Al-Amin fi Teribiat Al-Banat Wal 

Banin” and “Manahege Al-Albab Al-Muisrish fi 

Mabahege Al-Adab Al-Assriah”. 

At-Tahtawi’s laid on the necessity of educating 

girls, the role of the teacher, content of teaching, 

classification of sciences especially Islamic sciences and 

others. 
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Also, this study revealed classification of sciences 

into: Legal sciences, Literature sciences, Mathematical 

sciences and Intellectual sciences. 

It could be concluded that At-Tahtawi was a mirror 

of his age. He was influenced by various variables: 

Political, social, economic, and religious ones, on which it 

affected his educational thought in all areas that helped 

him in forming the thoughts of the new generation. 

The study identified how At-Tahtawi had made are 

lation between educational resolution with political ones, 

where he established the basis of social, political 

economical and cultural areas for reforming, society and 

serving the nation. 

As an outcome of this study the researcher sees that 

At-Tahtawi was one of the pioneers in modernizing and 

reforming his ideas in this modern area. 
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Thus, At-Tahtawi was the first one to care for 

political, economical, social and educational domains that 

had been deeply influenced the new modern values in the 

Arab world. Also, At-Tahtawi is considered one of the 

figures in educational thought that is based on religion and 

science and on his strong belief in human mind that 

distinguishes clearly truth and false. 

This study cleared the importance of the educational 

thought of At-Tahtawi in establishing the principles of 

teaching and education through the relation between the 

teacher and students, and women’s role in caring and 

educating children. 

The researcher recommended the following 

recommendations: 

1. Studying At-Tahtawi education thought from 

the point of view of ethical, political, social and 

religious areas. 
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2. The necessity of presenting the importance of 

At-Tahtawi books in the school curriculum. 

3. The necessity of caring the spiritual aspect in 

education through religious and areas Islamic 

sciences. 

4. Presenting At-Tahtawi concepts to wards 

woman’s education and her status. 
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